310      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
His Royal Highness. It was then that I told the
heir to the English throne that, although he would
reign, he would liave to be very careful of an in-
ternal malady that would otherwise " carry him
off." The prisoner that foretold the death of
Belshazzar was no less accurate, you see; for
Ed-ward vn. might have been alive to-day had he
heeded my naming,
In "King Edward in his True Colours" I
exposed on authority the person who masquerades
under the self-conferred title of " Prince John de
Guelph." He claimed, in his preposterous book,
to be a son of King Edward ! Any crossing-
sweeper might make a similar assertion. We need
not, therefore, be surprised at hearing thate< Prince
John's " lead has now been followed by another
crack-brain, one Henry Holder Colpus; both
might take warning by the fate of the felon
Mylius, the libeller of King George. The " New
York Times/'a whose very generous appreciation
of my recent volume I highly value, gives this
account of Mr. Colpus :
Henry Holder Colpus, who claims to be a
natural son of the late King Edward of England
and half-brother of King George v., is to be married
here to-morrow to Mrs. Mary A. McGill, a wealthy
Chicopee widow of 71.
Colpus, describing himself as of the house of
Hanover and Guelph and Saxe-Coburg de Gotha
Wettin and son of Eliza Elsa Holden, says he is
consequently entitled to be called *c Prince Henry
of Guelph*" He is pressing his claim for recogni-
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